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THE PRAISE 


GF THE 


NEEDLE: 


"= DO all diſperſed ſorts of Axrs and Trxapss, He hath Tper [e eyt,ſmall fngle Ggtr, 
> <Q | writ the Nee vles prayſe (thatnever fades) Yer like a Pigmey, Folipheme in fight : 
IJ FJ >0 lorgas childrent ſhall be ger or borne, As a ſtout Capraine,bravely he leades on, 

| {= $» long 25 garments (hall Be made,or worne, = fearing colours)cill the worke be done, 

FTA S 0 long as Hemp or Flax, or Sheep ſhall bear krough thicke and thinne hers moſt ſhar pely ſer, 
Their linnen woll.n fleeces yeare tyyeare :. . With (peed through flitch he will the conquett get. 
So long as Silk- wormes, with exhauſted ſpoile, © And as a ſouldier Freuchefyde with heat) 

Of their owne Emn:railes for mans gaine ſhall royle ? Maim'd from the warres is torc'd to make retreat : 
Yeatill the work be quite diflolu's and paſt ; So when a Needles poiatis broke, aid gorie, _ 
So long at leaſt, the Needles uſe ſhall laſt : No point Mounſieur, he's maim'd, his worke if done, 
And though from earth his being did begin, And mote the Needles honour to advance, 

Yer throngh the fire he did his honour win * Itis a Taylors layelin, or his Launce 

And vnto thoſe that doe his ſervice lacke And for my Countrics quiet, I ſhould like, 

Hee's true 35 ſteele and mettle to the backe, That women-kinde ſhould vſe no other Vike. 


The prayſe of the N. eedle, 


It will increaſe their peace,cnlarge their ſtore, And as'tw3s then an exerciſe of praiſe, 

To vie their tongues lefle,and their Needles more, So what delerves more honovr in theſe dayes, 

The Needles ſharpencf{c,profit ycelds,and pleaſure, Thenthis ? which daily doth it (elfe expreſie, 

But ſharpencfle of the rongue, bites out of meaſure. A mortall enemy teidlenefle, 

A Needle (thonghit be butſmall and ſlender) The uſe of Sewing is exceeding old, 

Yet it is both amaker and amender : Asin the ſacred ] extir is enrold : 

A grauc Reformer of od Rents decayd, Our * Parents firſt 1n Paradiſe began, 

Stops holesand ſeames 24d deſperate cuts diſplay, Who hath deſcended fince from mantoman ! 

And thus witkout the Needle wemay ſee, The motherstaught their Daughters,Sires their Sons, 
We: ſhould without onr Bibs and Biggins bees Thus in 2 line ſucceſſivelyir runs 

Nothirts or Smockes,our nakcenette to hide, For generall prufit, and for recreation, 

No gurments gay, to make us magnifide : From generation unto generation. 

No ſhadowes,>ha pparoones,Caules, Bands,Rufs,Kuffs, Wirh worke like Chernbims Embroidered rare, 

No Kirchicfes, Quoyfes, Chin«clouts, or Marry-Muffes, The Covers of the* Tabernacle were. 

No Croſ-cloaths, Aprons, H and- kerchicfcs,or Falls, And bythe Almight's prear command,we ſee, 
No ' able. cloathes, for Parlours or for Halls. That Aaroys Garments broydered worke ſhould be z 
No Sheeres,no Towels, Napkins, Pillow-beares, And further,God did bid his Veſtmentrs ſhould 
Nor any Garments man or woman weares. Be made moſt gay,and glorious to behold, 

Thusis 2 Neeele prov'd an Inſtrument, Thus plainly,ard moſt truly is declar'd, . 

Of profit, pleaſure,and of ornament. The Needles worke hathſtill bin in regard 

Which mighty Queeneg have grac'd in hand to take, For it doth ART,ſo liketo NATVRE frame, 
And high borne Ladies ſuch.eſteeme did make, Asif 1 T were her Siſter,or the SAME. 

That us their Daughters Daughters np did grow, 

/ The Necdles Art, they to theur children ſhow, * Gen. 3,7. Embroidery antient,Exo26,1 Ch,a8.2,3,4,5.6 
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There's nothing neere at hand,or fartheſt ſought, 
But with the Needle may be ſhap'dand wrought, 
In clothes of Arras I have often ſeene, 

Mens figurd counterfeits ſolike haue beene, 
That it che parties ſelfe had beencin place, 

Yet AR T wouldvyewith NAT VR E for the grace 
Moreover, Poſes rare,aad Anagrams, 

$1; mfiqueſcarching ſentences from Naraes, 
True Hiſtory,or yarious pleaſant fion, 

In lundry pwr ad mixer, with Arts common, 
All in Dimenſion : Ovals, Squares, and Rounds, 
Arts life included within Natures bounds: 

So that Art ſeemeth mecrely naturall, 

In forming ſhapes ſo Geomerricall, 

And thoneh our Country every whereis fld 
With Ladies,and with Gentlewomen, skild 

In this rare Art, yer here they may diſcerne 

Some things toteach them if they lift rolearne. 
And 25 this booke ſome cunning workes doth teach, 
(Too hard for meanecapacitiesto reach) 

So for weake learners,other workes here be, 
Asplaine and eake asare AB C. 


— The Prazſe of the Needle. 


Flowers, Plants,and Fiſhes, Beaſts, Birds,Flyes,and Bees, Thusskilfull, or unskillfull, each may take, 
Hils,Dales, Vlaines, Paſtures,Skies, Seas,Ravers, Trees z This booke,and of it, each good uſe may make , 


All ſorts of works ,almoſt chart can be nam'd, 

Here are direRions how they may be fram's : 

And for this kingdomes good are hither come, 

From the remoteſt parts of Chriſtendome, 

ColleRed with much painesand induſtry, 

From ſcorching Spaine and freezing Muſcovie, 

From fertill + zance,andpleaſant Ital, 

From Poland,s weden,Denmarke Germary, 

And (ome of theſe rare Patternes haue beene fer, 

Beyond the bounds of faithlefſeMabomer : 

From ſpacious China,and thoſe K ingdomes Eaſt, 

And from great Mexico, the Fndies Weſt 

Thus are theſe workes,farre fercht and dearely bought, 

And conlequentlygeod for Lades thought. 

Nor doelI derogate (in any calc) 

Or doeeſtceme of other teachings baſe, 

For Tent-worhe,Reiſd-works Lai fm orke, Froſl-worke, Net- 

Moſt curious Purles,or tare Irahian Curworke, (worke, 

Fine Ferne-ſlitch,Finny-ſiitch,New-ſ[ucb, and Chain-ſtitch, 

Brave Bred-/titch, F iſher-{{1tch,Iſh-ſtitch,and Lueen-/titch, 

1 he Spaniſh-ftitch, Roſemary= ſtitch and Mor ſe-ſlitch, 

The (martung W hip-ſtitch Back-ſtitch, & the Croſſe- Puc, 
A 2 A 


" 


Dag A.4a--- Hi — 


OM — = _— — — —— 4 — 
_ 


: 9 All theſeare gnod,and theſc we muſt allew, 
D And theſe are every where in praftiſc now ; 
| And in this Booke,there arc ot theſe ſome ſtore, 
Ee With many others,neuecr ſeenc before. 
Here Practiſe and Invention may be tree, 
And as a $quirrell $kips from tree to tree, 
+ & Somaids may (from their Miſtreſſe, or their Mother) 
' $) Learnetoleaue one worke,and tolearne an other, 
For here they may make choyce/of whichis which, 
And skip from worketo worke, from ſtitch toſtitch, 
Vntil,in time, delighrfull pradhice ſhall 
= profit )make them perfe@ in them all, 
hus hoping that theſe workes may have this guide, 
'olerue for ornament,and not for pride : 
To cheriſh yertue, baniſh idlenefle, 
For theſe ends, may this booke haue good ſucceſſe, 


| 

[ 

Þ Here follow certaine Sonnets inthe Honorable 
Gt memory of Ducenes andgreat Ladies, who 

haue bin famous for their rare Inventions 


«nd praffiſe with the Necdle. 


[ 
Ir.g David by an apt fimilitude, 
"> Doth ſhew with Maieſy, the Church her worth ; 
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The prayſe of the N cedle, 
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And tea faire Kings apes doth allude, 

Where to her Spouſe, he bravely brings her forth, 
In Garments wrought of Need e-worke and Gold, 
Reſplendent and moſt glonous tothe eye * 

Whoſe out-fide much more glory didinfold, 

The preſence of th' eternall Mazelty. | 
Thus may you ſee Records of holy Writ 

Serdowne (what death or Time can nere deface.) 
By theſe compariſons, comparing fit, 

T he noble worth of Needle-workes high grace, 
Then learne faire Damſels,learne your times to ſpend 
Inthis, which ſuch high praiſizgs doth commend. 


2 
Katharine firſt marriedts Arthur,Prince 
Woalcs,and afterward to Henry the 8, 
King of England, 


] Read thatin the ſeventh. Kitig Henries Raigne, 
Faire Katharive, Daughter ro the Caſtile King, 

Came into England with a pompovs traine 

Of Spaniſh Laces which thee thence did bring. 

She to the eight King Henry married was, 

Andaſterwards divorc'd, where vertuouſly 
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The Prayſe of the Needle. 


(Although a Queene)yet ſhe her dayes did paſſe, 

In working with the Needle —_— 

As in the fide, 

Her excellent memerialls may be (ecne : 

Whereby the Needles praylec is dignihde 

7 her faire Ladies, and her felfe, a Queene, 
h 


owre, and places more 


us for her paines, here herrewardis iuſt, 


Her workes proclaime her prayſe,though ſhe be duſt, 


Ute 
Mary, 2ueene of England,and wife to Philip 
King of Spaine. 


Er Daughter Mary here the Scepter ſwaid, 
And though ſhee were a Queene of mighty power, 


Her memory will never be decaid, 

Which by her workes are likewiſe in the Tower, 
In Windſor Caſtle,andin Hampton Court 

In that moſt pompous roome call'd Paradiſe : 
Who ever pleaſeth thither to reſort, 

4 May ſee ſome workes of hers, of wondrous price, 
Her greatnefſe held it nodiſ-repuration, 

To take the Needle 1 ber Koyall hand : 


Which was 2 geodetample to our Nation, 
Tobaniſhidleneſle frem ont her Land: 

And thus this Queene, in wiſedome thoughtit fir, 
The Needles workepleaſ'd her,and ſhegrac'dit, 


4 
Elizabeth 2xeene of England, and D aughter 
ro King Henry the eight, 


Vi Hen thisgreat Queene whoſe memory ſhall nor 
By any terme of time be overcaſt ; 

For when the world, and all therein (hall ror 

Yetſhall her glorious fame for everlaſt, * 

When ſhe a maid, had many troubles paſt, 

From layle tolayle, by Maries apgry ſplecne : 

And Woodflocke, and the Tower in Vriſon faſt, 

And after all was Englards Peerclefle Queene. 

Yer howſacuer ſorrow came of weat, 

She made the Needle her companion till, 

And in that exerciſe her time the (pent, 

As many liviug yet doe know her $kill, 

Thus ſhee was fill a Caprire, orclſecrov gd, 

A Needle-woman Royall ,aua renownd, 


3 


| Lady Mary, late Connteſſe of * 
Pembrooke. 


A Patterne,and a Patroneſſe ſhe was, 
Of vertuous induſtry and {tudious learning : 
nd ſhec herewuthly Vilgrimage did paſſe, 
In A&tswhich were high honour moſt concerning. 
Brane  : ton houſe in Wiltſhire well can ſhow, 
Her admirable workes 1n Arras fram'd : 
Where men,ane beaſts.ſeeme like,trees ſeeme to grow, 
And Ar: ({erpaffd by Nature Jſeemes aſham'd, 
Thus thisrenowned Honourable Dame, 
* ©} Her happy time moſt happily did ſpend ; 
Whoſe worth recorded in themourh of fame, 
'- £5 (Vnuill the world ſhall end) ſhall neverend . 
She wrovghtſo well in Needle-worke,thax ſhee, 
: Nor yet her workcs, ſhall ere forgoten be. 
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bo ior oreflordiorttorioctootoetioeien 
The Prayſe of the N eedle. 


6 
The Right Honourable, Yertuons,and learned The Right Honourable and religions Lady & 


Elizabeth Darmer, Wife to the late Right 
Honourable, the Lord Robert 
Dormer deceafed, 


His Noble Lady imitates time paſt, 
Directs time preſent,teacheth tune to come, 
And longer then her life, her laud ſhalllaſt, 
Workes ſhewes her worth, though all the world were 
And though her Reverend (elfe,with many dayes, (dumb. 
Of honourable age is loaden deepe, 
Yet with her Needle(to her worthy prayſe) 
Shee's working often cre the Sunne doth peepe, 
And, many times when Phebas inthe Welk 
Declinedis,and Lung ſhewes ker head : 
T his antient honour'd Ladyreſts from Reſt, 
And workes when idle ſloath goes ſooneto bed, 
Thus ſhee the Needle makes kerrecreation, 
Whoſe well=ſpent paines are others imitation. 


To 


The Prayſe of the Needle. 


Then let not Þride looke ſcutvily a-ſcewe; 
To al degrees of both ſexesthat love or line by Without the Needle, Pride would naked goe : 


"te Londabls imployment of Nor yer let ſcorne, cry iſh, and tnſh,and mew, 
he Needle Scorne 15 torgetfull much in doing fo, 
7 . Noer yet let any one preſums to prate, 
And call theſclineg poore trifles,by me pend: 
F wr aske ro whom theſe lines ne writ, Let not opinien be prejudicate, 
I anſwcr,untothem that dot inquure : Bur mend ut ere they dare todiſcommend, 
For fince the werlds Creation none was yet, So fare thou well, my well-deſgrving booke, 
Whoſe wants did not the Needles helpe delire, * (I meane, the works deſerts,aad not my lines) 
's And therefore not to him, or ker,or thee, L much preſume that all that ove it looke, 
Or them, er they, I doc nat writeat all : Will like and laud the workemans good defignes, 
Nox to particulars of he or ſhee, Fooles play the Fooles, bur tis through want of wit, 
Bur generally,toall is general. WhilR 1 ro wiſedomes cenſure d&c (ubmit. 
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